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Reading for Writing

Write a blog about English study

Read these posts from an online forum for Chinese students who are learning

English and fill in the table on page 67.

Learning English Q M | logn | sonw

Hey, everybody, what are your biggest problems with learning English?
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Liu Wen

¥2 w2

Hil I've been studying English since primary school. | used to get high marks
in English, but now I'm having a lot of trouble with my listening. When | listen
to native English speakers talking in a video, | can catch only a few words. |
can never quite get the main idea. Any advice?
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Jia Xin
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Listening to English radio programmes helps me get used to how fast native
speakers talk. | also repeat what | hear to help myself to experience the
feeling of the language. Sometimes | even record my voice so | can listen
to myself and compare my pronunciation with the radio host's! My biggest
headache is how to be polite in English. It's so much easier to just say "Open
the window!", but in English that can sound really terrible. | have to think
about who I'm talking to and then decide whether to say, "Open the window,
please!” or "Could you open the window, please?” or even longer "Would you
mind opening the window, please?"
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Yeah, that's really hard! | think it all depends on who you're talking to, If I'm
talking to a close friend, | can use short requests, like “Open the window"—our
relationship is close and we're equals, so | only need a few words to bridge
the gap between us. But if I'm talking to someone who isn't very close to me, |
must make my reqguest longer—and | must make it a question, not a demand,
e.q., "Could vou open the window, please?” If I'm talking to someone senior
to me, then | should say, “Would you mind opening the window, please?” For
me, vocabulary is my biggest problem—there are just 30 MANY new words!
| can't keep all the new vocabulary straight in my head, and | certainly can't
remember how to use them all properly. HELP!
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Name Problem

|Liu Wen

Jia Xin

Li Rui

Jia Xin's advice

Lieten to Englich radio programmec

2 Work in groups. List your problems in learning English and brainstorm some

useful advice.
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-

= | don't know how to ...
* ... is a big difficulty for me.

| have no idea how/what ...
My biggest problem is ...

* | cannot ... + | (alsa) have trouble with ...
* You might try ... * My advice is ...
* It's very important to ... * This worked for me. 2

| eannot underetand the teacher’s English

in cloge.

3 Choose one of the problems from your group discussion and write a blog about it.

1 Describe the problem clearly.
2 Write one or two ideas on how 1o salve the problem.
3 BExchange drafts. Assess each other's work according to the checklist.

o
General content vy
g

v
Basic writing skills .
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Does the writer give a clear description of the problem?
Is the advice clearly explained?

Does each sentence relate o the main idea?

Does the writer use pronouns to refer fo things or people correctly?
Does the writer use correct spelling, punciuation, and capitalisation?

Are there any grammar mistakes?

4 Get your draft back and revise it.

4 Put up your writing in the classroom or read it to the class.
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